A WRat's on top?

TEN picture fer Taramaki equestrians. irn
N ) 2025

Tena koutou

TEN'’s year has been full of successes for horse-riders @). Here’s a wrap from me on behalf
of the TEN team — Halina Sarten, Neil Florence, and Dinky Wynyard. Enjoy.

Taranaki’s first ever official shared trail with cyclists and horses is now open

A new amazing equestrian park for horse-riding in North Taranaki is approved

Extended free beach-riding times for NP beaches has been achieved

TEN morphs into a new entity

Success with our appeal to the Environment Court

A cycleway now goes AROUND Waitara Pony Club, not through it

We’'ll soon have another horse-riding forest out Douglas-way, central Taranaki
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Find out the latest on what’s happening at Stratford Park

Sharing with cyclists? Scary stuff? We know many are worried ...

Have you noticed cyclists biking straight through from Hydro Road to Lake Access Road at
our much-loved Mangamahoe Forest Bridle Zone? See the post about it here on 20.9.25.

We did too, so we talked with the NP Mountain Bike Club and Taranaki Trails Trust. A
cunning plan was hatched.

In return for cyclists being legal on the straight-through forestry access road, horse-riders get
back the lovely Peacock Ridge trail.

This track is part of the Mangorei Road to Mangamahoe Off-Road cycling link and was all
pre-approved and funded by NPDC, so there wasn’t much we could do about it. BUT look at
the positives.


https://www.facebook.com/taranakitrailstrust

It's a ‘shared trail’ first for Taranaki — we hope there will be more. We’ll be doing video
training for cyclists and horse-riders, so they share this and future trails safely. It's been
agreed that cyclists SLOW TO A STOP and ask horse-riders for guidance on how to pass
their horses.

Have a close look at the image below.

The orange path between the red dots is
the new formal shared trail-Hydro Road
to Lake Access Road.

Our new formal horse-exclusive trail is
the light green one (Peacock Ridge)

Soon to be all signposted to ensure
bikers stay completely out of the rest of
the Bridle Zone and SLOW TO A STOP
for horses.

There will be signage everywhere so no excuses for cyclists riding ANYWHERE ELSE in the
BZ. If you see a cyclist out of bounds, take a photo, get a description, and email us.

R

Best of all, we’ll have this symbol on
the Bridle Zone signage.

C’mon, let’s lead the way with women
riders on signs throughout NZ ! @)

Be confident when you remind bikers to STOP.

v' That tukanga has been agreed with NPMTB and Taranaki Trails Trust
v Bikers around the world all stop for horses.



Second thing - the Taranaki Equestrian Facilities Plan is up and humming!

The Plan gives equestrians, Councils and funders the roadmap for Taranaki’s equestrian
facilities and trails. Look at the Plan here It’s full of awesome information about north, south
and central Taranaki riding places.

me This Plan, generated by TEN, ESNZ and
EQUESTRIAN

FACILITIES PLA! Sport Taranaki, is the FIRST OF ITS KIND

| 2023

IN AOTEAROA NZ! How proud are we?

We now have ...
ONE EQUESTRIAN VOICE for Taranaki @)

Kotahitanga for all horse-riders around the
maunga.

@' VISITOR
& ) SoLuTions

If your club wants to improve its facilities, check it’s in the Plan. If you have any questions,
just ask the Taranaki Equestrian Leadership Group (TELG). Email ride@hotmail.co.nz to
connect with us.

See who’s behind the work. Below left are Maree and Jo, then myself, Emily, Halina and
Julia. Others were online that evening.

TELG mahi for 2025:

Recreating the TSSSA Equestrian event
again, in response to a high school student
asking why she didn’t have the opportunity
to represent her school anymore.

The new event with a fun, low-key, friendly
format was due to go ahead on Sunday 19
October 2025 at New Plymouth
Racecourse but is unfortunately
postponed. It WILL happen though...

Halina and | sit on TELG together with Bev Mulder, Sharon Robinson, Emily Perrin, Maree
Coallins, Tracy McKenzie-Kyle and Julia Roberts. Enthusiastically and wisely chaired by Jo
Collin of ESNZ. And guess what? We all enjoy the meetings! The TELG is dedicated to
making the Plan happen.


https://www.taranakiequestriannetwork.co.nz/uploads/1/4/2/9/142922827/taranaki-equestrian-facilities-plan-final.pdf
mailto:ride@hotmail.co.nz

More mahi for TELG in 2026:

-The Shared Equestrian Calender. Equestrians were
very keen for this and we have the tech to make it
happen, but just give us a little more time ...

-A centrally run First Aid course.

-Setting up a new incorporated society which will
include TEN. Does anyone have a good name?

Some words from Jo Collins about TEN / TELG on behalf of ESNZ and Sport NZ

“TEN has been instrumental, alongside Equestrian Sports NZ, Sport Taranaki and key equestrian
members, to help drive a regional leadership group, funded in partnership with Sport NZ, to
establish a connected regional ‘One Equestrian Voice'.

Of the three regional leadership groups, TELG is the furthest along. The trust in the room and the
desire to help and support all groups and networks to thrive and develop their work is infectious.

| love reporting back to Wellington on all the positivity from my trips to Taranaki”. By Jo Collins,

The new Equestrian Park at Colson Road, New Plymouth, gets the Big Tick!

After vigorous submissions by TEN and many others, the new equestrian park at Colson
Road was approved by New Plymouth District Council on 25 March 2025. Incredible result!

This 75ha site on the
northern outskirts of NP city
is dedicated for bridle trail
development around 2032.

~ — = Is £
Plus 2 x sand arenas, 1 x — | Regional Landfil
grass arena, yards, and e - CLOSED

sheds in future years, if /
when needed.

It's even big enough to hold
a proper cross-country

course!

If New Plymouth Pony Club or Waitara Pony Club are ever forced to give up their grounds,
this is where NPDC want them to go.

But for as long as possible, those Clubs will remain exactly where they are. Both WPC and
NPPC are building up their numbers again, the NPPC shed is getting a new roof, and WPC
is adding rubber to its arena to make an even nicer surface for us all.
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Here's the proposed timeframe for Colson Park:

— ‘)’ Remediation
Y Activities Vision
Activities

Vv

Roll on the 2030’s - won't it be great to have a new bridle trail as well as the Mangamahoe
Forest Bridle Zone?

We know we ask you for help often but take heart from this — having your say really does
make a difference.

Here’s the team who spoke at the full NPDC meeting on Colson Park.

Left to right — me, Bev Mulder, Julie
Fleming, Halina Sarten and Tara
Fevre from Sport Taranaki. A huge
thanks to you all for managing your
nerves in front of a stacked council.

Tara was inspirational with her ideas,
her leadership, and her organization
throughout some quite difficult times
in this process.

We look forward to seeing Tara back
soon after baby number 3.




More generous beach-riding times / LESS daylight-savings restrictions

Since 30 September 2025, you can now ride on New Plymouth beaches anytime of the day
until Friday 24 October 2025. A whole extra month! It's the same at the other end of daylight-
saving. Another whole month of beach-riding whatever time of the day you wish.

Council Agenda (24 June 2024) TRU and staff version - Activities in Public Places Bylaw 2025

CURRENT TRIAL
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July 2025
No restrictions

August

(to 27 Sept 2025) No restrictions

(to 24 Oct 2025)
September
October
No horses from 10am to 6pm on
November weekends and public holidays
OV £,
December
January
2026
February
No horses 10am to 6pm on weekends
March and public holidays
(1 Moar to 6 Apr 2026)
April
- No restrictions No restrictions
4 (from 5 Apr 2026) (from 7 April 2026)

June

Figure 2: Comparison of current vs trial - prohibitions for horses on beaches.

Point to note - other beach users may query your presence. | suggest you kindly say, “The
council changed the beach-riding bylaw in March 2025, and we’re allowed to ride here now”.

Remember though that it's only a one-year trial. Please DON'T ride outside of the new
permitted times or they’ll be reduced back again.



Vulnerable Road Users nationwide action under Pass Wide & Slow (PWAS) movement

The PWAS NZ group was formed by equestrian journalist Julia McLean and marketing
strategist, Evie Eve from Native Ride in 2024.

Road accidents with horses prompted equestrians to get going in 2024. We supported a
parliamentary petition to Parliament via Winston Peters to have horses classed as
Vulnerable Road Users. This means they are included in roading strategies and safety
initiatives.

Unfortunately, TENs ride scheduled for Sunday 14 September 2025 was cancelled due to
rain and high winds making it unsafe to ride.

But there was no stopping Halina!

Here she is strolling to her local
treat shop, Knead, for a doughnut
with her Shetland pony Fergus and
chatting with passersby about
passing wide and slow when they
meet a horse.

e e ies
It's vital we remain proactive in protecting road and trail access wherever it is threatened.

Petition to Government

TO HAVE HORSE USERS RECOGNISED AS VULNERABLE ROAD USERS IN TRANSPORT LEGISLATION




TEN’s success with Environment Court Appeal

We filed an appeal in the Environment Court because horses weren’t included in the District
Plan for ‘consideration’ on Public Access Corridors, where the track was suitable. That did
not sit right with me, so we fought it. We then achieved a full win at mediation! Horse-riders
are now included for consideration on PAC’s. — like beside the sea or rivers. A super result.

Here is our planner, Kathryn Hooper (LandPro), Pamela Unkovich (First Gas) and | doing
some preparation work.

Why should “pedestrians,
cyclists, riders of mobility devices,
and wheeled recreational
vehicles” be permitted on
beautiful riding spaces beside the
sea or a river, and not horse-
riders?

Something not right there.
Something had to be done.

Overview | am delighted with the one-word
addition!

Generally, where Public Access Corridors have been formed That’s what it was all about — one

and are legally accessible by the publm they can be used by word, but a word in the right

#y=devices, and wheeled recreational devices place.

Gally access all or parts of a public access The District Plan now allows

e users varies depending on the type of user horses in lots of places.
and the requuements of esplanade strip and reserve

instruments, Council Bvlaws and reserve management plans.

Public Access Corridors
over which public rights of access are not available are
indicative only and cannot be used by the public until legal
access is available.

Helping save Waitara Pony Club grounds from a proposed cycleway

In August 2025, NPDC put out the Draft Waitara Spatial Plan for consultation. With some
horror, | saw that a cycleway was proposed to go right through the middle of the grounds.

Just as well | have a weekly reminder to check the NPDC ‘Have Your Say’ page otherwise |
would have missed it. The submission deadlines are so short that if you don’t spot the
proposals immediately, it can make submitting in time very difficult.

Thankfully NPDC were very open to changing the route to go around the outside of the
grounds as shown. They produced this map for me to show you where it’s likely to go, in a


https://haveyoursay.npdc.govt.nz/waitara-spatial-plan

few years’ time. No doubt many of you put in submissions — thankyou. Every single voice
helps.

Quiz Nite, newsletter, and fundraising

We didn’t hold a Quiz Nite or produce a newsletter last year due to low committee numbers
and the workload being substantial. Once the new group has an online membership
database, we will create regular newsletters for you. We hope an annual subscription will
ease our financial load and you won’'t mind a small annual fee to support our mahi. We need
about $8,000 per year to maintain the Bridle Zone, the website and fund all other things we
do.

A quick thought if you have ridden at the Bridle Zone, we would be most grateful for your
koha. TSB 15-3953-0769525-000 Taranaki Equestrian Network. Nga mihi.

Lake M Bridle Zone — our jewel in the crown

A particular thank you to TEN member, Neil Florence, for his Bridle Zone maintenance mabhi.
The bigger projects were Expert Turf that sprayed and robot mowed the worst areas in
October 2024. Then a small group of us did a working bee in March 2025 to clear the Jump
Lanes of tobacco weed. When the new TELG/TEN group is set up, we will donate remaining
funds to that group, and it will continue to run the Bridle Zone.
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Bridle Zone workons:

-a digital solution (ie mobile phone app)
to avoid riders getting lost

-build some shortcuts so we enhance
winter riding

-install some culverts on the tracks
worst affected by mud

-find additional people to help with
the BZ. Please let us know if you
could help - email ride@hotmail.co.nz

Is everyone following the new facebook page, Taranaki Equestrian Events?

page link to TEE. Moana Melville, giving praise in the photo above, created this page to give
us one online place to find out what’s on. When you see how active it is, you can see how
vibrant things are around Taranaki. TEN/TELG still intend to build an online calender
accessible by horse groups admins to load and update ‘event’ information. Eventually I’'m
sure TEE and the new calender will complement each other nicely.

What’s the latest with the “new forest” in central Taranaki?

As TEN has become well known nationally, Herengaanuku (Walking Access Commission)
asked us if Taranaki equestrians wanted to ride on an 800-ha farm/forest property in
Douglas, central Taranaki. This came about due to an Overseas Investment Office condition
that the Ikea-owned farm be open for public access. Thank you, equestrians, for the very
enthusiastic response to our mailout. It is taking a bit of time to work things through with the
Forestry Manager, but we appreciate your patience. 2026 should see it happen. Here it is ...
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61576505437759

Introducing the 2025 TEN Tech Team

Left to right — Risha Nath,
Kate Guthrie (resigned),
me, Melissa Berridge

Risha and Mel help with our
website and social media.

Thanks for your work,
people

Sport Taranaki Award — 22 November 2024 awards dinner

| was nominated by ESNZ for an Impact Award which | received at a very swept up
celebration dinner at the Plymouth Hotel. | truly was thrilled to represent equestrian sport
and recreation at that event. And | am passionate about keeping equestrians visible.

It was cool to see the Coastal Adult Riders NITE team up for a Team Award at the dinner
too. A fun night out for all.

What’s the happs at Stratford Park? Enjoy this summary from Emily Perrin, committee.

“The Stratford Park Equestrian Complex committee are steadily
pushing along in the background — much of the work isn’t yet visible on
the ground, but it’s all critical to setting us up for sustainable,
successful development. A Charitable Trust has now been formed to

EQUESTRIAN » o )
/l‘ ) COMPLEX contract and operate the facility, and some existing funding
commitments have been transferred across. We’re continuing

discussions with key funders and agencies, working to secure capital for
a minimum viable facility.”

The existing bridle trail is being improved and extended, providing a
great resource for local riders while we continue planning. In partnership with local schools, the
Trust successfully piloted an Equine Assisted Learning programme led by experienced facilitators.
This unmounted programme focuses on personal development, emotional regulation, and
relationship-building for young people aged 13-18, and has received overwhelmingly positive
feedback.

We look forward to being able to formally begin building the main facility soon.”
Thanks for this update, Emily.

Volunteer appreciation A big thank you to all the equestrian

volunteers who run horse events, horse j groups, treks, clinics

and riding facilities. They are not small things, and you all deserve a
huge pat on the back. Here it is from us at TEN.
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Some thoughts for horse groups

What is obvious to me is that horse groups need to adapt quickly to changes in
demographics, economics, human sensitivities and capacities to remain viable and grow
participation. To say “It's worked well in the past” does not necessarily cut it anymore.

Look at the Jackpot Series Barrel Racing Group. They offer something entirely different at
Inglewood Pony Club. The Barrel Racing Group are so open to families coming along, they
give wee kids rides at the walk around the barrels all the while grooving along to loud C&W
music. And their numbers are growing as a result. Such a nice family day out.

Being open to new ‘data-driven’ ideas will ensure survival. Participation needs to be your key
motivator. For inspiration, look at Taranaki Hunt and Taranaki Equestrian Jumping. Both
clubs have absolutely embraced new ways of doing things, one of which is to focus on
tamariki and rangatahi, and offer low key, new, relaxed, clinics / gatherings to lower barriers
to entry and draw riders in. Those clubs are both successfully maintaining membership
numbers — no mean feat in the current economic climate.

Looking ahead

It's exciting to morph the two groups into one, consistent with the Plan and the One
Equestrian Voice principle. One day we will be a Regional Sports Organisation!

Thanks to all of you who give us encouragement, financial support, or attend a working bee.
Your tautoko means a lot. Keep it coming!

It's nearly Christmas season so here’s wishing you Meri Kirihimiti and a lovely summer full
of great horse experiences.

By Megan Gundesen, Chairperson of Taranaki Equestrian Network Inc. @)
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